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BIOGRAPHY
Nicholas Sidiropoulos is the Louis T. Rader Professor and Chair
of the ECE Department at the University of Virginia. An IEEE
and SPS member for 32 years, he has served SPS in numerous
capacities – most recently as Vice President – Membership
(2017-2019) and Chair of the IEEE SPS Fellow Evaluation
Committee (2020-2021). His career straddles two continents.
Hailing from the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Greece, he
earned his Ph.D. at the University of Maryland and served on the
faculty of the University of Minnesota and the Technical
University of Crete, Greece. He has published 370 papers at the
confluence of signal processing, communications, tensor
decomposition, and machine learning. He won the IEEE Signal
Processing Society (SPS) Best Paper Award in 2001, 2007, and
2011 – the latter article is also listed as a Google Classic Paper
in Signal Processing (2017). His students have won four IEEE
SPS Conference Best Paper Awards. He served multiple terms in
three technical committees (SPCOM, SAM, MLSP) including a
term as chair of the SPCOM TC, associate editor for SPL and
TSP, Senior Area Editor for TSP, TPC chair and general co-chair
for various SPS workshops, SPS Distinguished Lecturer (2008-
2009), and member of the organizing committee for several
editions of ICASSP (Prague, Brisbane, Kos-Greece). He received
the 2010 IEEE Signal Processing Society Meritorious Service
Award, and the 2013 Distinguished Alumni Award of the ECE
Department at the University of Maryland. He is a Fellow of
IEEE (2009) and a Fellow of EURASIP (2014).

"I am always excited about
signal processing and SPS.
Excitement is what drives

innovation."
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STATEMENT
SPS has been my professional home for 32 years. I am a
signal processing aficionado: passionate about the unique
blend of theory, methods, data, algorithms, and applications
that make up “signal processing magic’’. We have breadth
and the ability to translate and innovate between application
domains, which is what makes signal processing such an
exciting discipline. 

I am also passionate about science, inclusion, and fairness.

During my term as chair of the SPCOM TC, for which I
received the Society-level Meritorious Service Award, I
helped institute a “scan-review” process that gives every
paper published in TSP a chance to be nominated for paper
award – this is still in use 16 years later. As SPS Vice-
President, I led motions to ensure balanced technical area
representation in the SPS Fellow Evaluation Committee,
and to reduce SPS membership fees for members in
developing countries. In 2016, I chaired a committee that
established the first engineering repository (eess –
Electrical Engineering and Systems Science) under arXiv,
which is now thriving.

Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in this communication are the
opinions of the author and not necessarily the opinions of IEEE.

"I am passionate about
science, inclusion, and

fairness - and I have worked 
 to promote these core values

throughout my career."
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STATEMENT
There has been tremendous excitement with machine learning (ML) and
artificial intelligence (AI) in recent years, generating waves and
(under-)currents that we must reckon with. SPS researchers are highly
valued ML/AI contributors, and the AI industry is hiring some of our best
graduates. We should work to attract many more AI employers to our
conferences and actively market our students – they are a great source of
versatile talent. This will spark more excitement. We should also build
upon and reaffirm our reputation for offering quality reviews and
insightful editorial decisions in a timely manner. 
Open access has been something that we, as a society (and IEEE as a
whole) have been struggling with for years now. While we have taken
steps to mitigate its short-term impact, we have failed to embrace it. We
should turn our flagship transactions and conferences to full open access,
with a reasonable open access fee (under $1000). The open access fee
should be reduced for members in developing economies, mirroring
corresponding automatic reductions in the basic IEEE and SPS
membership fees. One way to make up for the loss in revenue is to include
ads with those open access articles. 
Promoting diversity and fostering inclusive excellence and respect for
individual differences should continue to be a key priority. We have made
progress over the years, but much remains to be done. There are parts of
the world that are a significant source of underrepresented SPS talent, and
we should focus more on those communities to recruit, mentor, and elevate
future SPS leaders. 
Covid-19 has had a tremendous impact on our operations, and its effects
are likely to linger on for years. We should leverage what we learned to
enhance our reach to industry, students and SPS professionals with rich
offerings of a) world-class live research webinars, and b) curated
technology primers. 
We should also expand our outreach and member services to tap the vast
membership potential of Asia – particularly in China, India, Malaysia, and
Indonesia.

Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in this communication are the
opinions of the author and not necessarily the opinions of IEEE.
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